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Americans think a president’s power should be checked, 
AP-NORC poll finds — unless their side wins 


President Joe Biden speaks at an event in Raleigh, N.C., March. 26, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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By NICHOLAS RICCARDI and 
LINLEY SANDERS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Like 
many Americans, Richard Bi- 
don says he’d like to see the 
U.S. government “go back to 
its original design” — a system 
of checks and balances devel- 
oped nearly 240 years ago to 
prevent any branch, especially 
the presidency, from becoming 
too powerful. But that’s mainly 
when Republicans are in power. 
Bidon, an 84-year-old Democrat 
who lives near Los Angeles, said if 
President Joe Biden is reelected, 
he doesn’t want him to have to 
get the approval of a possibly 
Republican-controlled Congress 
to enact policies to slow climate 
change. He wants presidents 
to have the power to change 
policy unilaterally — as long as 
they’re from the right party. 
“When a Democrat’s in, I sup- 
port” a strong presidency, Bidon 
said. “When Republicans are 
in, I don’t support it that much. 
It’s sort of a wishy-washy thing.” 
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Americans think a president’s power should be checked, 
AP-NORC poll finds — unless their side wins 


Continued from Front 


A new poll from The Associ- 
ated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Opinion Research finds 
that Bidon’s view is common. 
Though Americans say don’t 
want a president to have 
too much power, that view 
shifts if the candidate of their 
party wins the presidency. It’s 
a view held by members of 
both parties, though it’s es- 
pecially common among 
Republicans. 
Overall, only about 2 in 10 
Americans say it would be “a 
good thing” for the next presi- 
dent to be able to change 
policy without waiting on 
Congress or the courts. But 
nearly 6 in 10 Republicans say 
it would be good for a future 
President Donald Trump to 
take unilateral action, while 
about 4 in 10 Democrats say 
the same if Biden is reelected. 
The sentiment comes amid 
escalating polarization and is 
a sign of the public’s willing- 
ness to push the boundaries 
of the political framework that 
has kept the U.S. a stable de- 
mocracy for more than two 
centuries. In the poll, only 9% 
of Americans say the nation’s 
system of checks and bal- 
ances is working extremely 
or very well. It also follows 
promises by Trump to “act 
as a dictator” on day one of a 
new administration to secure 
the border and expand oil 
and gas drilling. 
Bob Connor, a former car- 
penter now on disability in 
Versailles, Missouri, wants that 
type of decisive action on the 
border. He’s given up hope 
on Congress taking action. 
“From what I’ve seen, the Re- 
publicans are trying to get 
some stuff done, the Demo- 
crats are trying to get some 
other stuff done — they’re not 
mixing in the middle,” said 
Connor, 56. “We’re not get- 
ting anywhere.” 
He blames the influx of mi- 
grants on Biden unilaterally 
revoking some of Trump’s own 
unilateral border security poli- 
cies when he took office. 
“I’m not a Trump fanatic, but 
what he’s saying has to get 
done is right,” Connor said. 
Joe Titus, a 69-year-old Demo- 
crat from Austin, Texas, be- 
lieves Republicans have de- 
stroyed Congress’ ability to 


act in its traditional legislative 
role and says Biden will have 
to step into the gap. 
“There’s this so-called ‘major- 
ity’ in Congress, and they’re 
a bunch of whack-jobs,” Titus, 
a retired Air Force mechanic, 
said of the GOP-controlled 
House of Representatives. 
“It’s not the way this thing 
was set up.” 
The current Congress is set- 
ting dubious records as the 
least productive one in the 
country’s history, with fewer 
than three dozen bills sent 
to Biden’s desk last year. At 
Trump’s urging, House Re- 
publicans have stalled aid 
to Ukraine and a bipartisan 
immigration bill. 
Titus said that in general he 
opposes expanded presiden- 
tial power but would support 
Biden funding more immigra- 
tion judges and sending ad- 
ditional aid to Ukraine on his 
own. 
“There’s certain things that 
it seems to me the public 


wants and the other party 
is blocking,” Titus said. 
The presidency has steadily 
gained power in recent years 
as congressional deadlocks 
have become more common. 
Increasingly, the nation’s chief 
executive is moving to resolve 
issues through administrative 
policy or executive orders. The 
U.S. Supreme Court is poised 
to rule later this year on a 
case that could significantly 
weaken the ability of federal 
agencies — and thus a presi- 
dential administration — to 
issue regulations. 
Meanwhile, conservatives are 
planning a takeover of the 
federal bureaucracy should 
they win the White House in 
November, a move that could 
increase the administration’s 
ability to make sweeping 
policy changes on its own. 
The AP-NORC poll found 
that voters’ views of which 
institutions have too much 
power were colored by their 
own partisanship. Only 16% 


of Democrats, whose party 
currently controls the White 
House, say the presidency 
has too much power while 
nearly half of Republicans 
believe it does. In contrast, 
about 6 in 10 Democrats say 
the U.S. Supreme Court, with 
its 6-3 conservative majority, 
has too much power. 
With Congress evenly divided 
between the two parties — 
the GOP has a narrow House 
majority, Democrats a nar- 
row Senate one — Americans 
have similar views on its power 
regardless of party. About 4 
in 10 from both major parties 
say it has too much power. 
“I think Congress had too 
much power when the presi- 
dency and Congress were 
both ruled by Democrats, but 
now that Republicans are in 
the majority there’s an equal 
balance,” said John V. Mohr, 
a 62-year-old housecleaner 
in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
In contrast, he complained 
that Biden is “sitting there writ- 


ing executive orders left and 
right,” including his procla- 
mation marking Transgender 
Day of Visibility, which fell on 
Easter Sunday this year. 
The abstract idea of a presi- 
dent with nearly unchecked 
power remains unpopular. 
Steven Otney, a retired trucker 
in Rock Hill, South Carolina, 
said major policies should be 
approved by Congress and 
gain approval from the courts. 
But he also said it depends 
on the topic. He wants to see 
prompt action on certain is- 
sues by the next president if 
he’s Trump. 
“Some things need to be 
done immediately, like that 
border wall being finished,” 
said Otney, a Republican. 
He said it’s just common sense. 
“If Trump got in there and 
said ‘I want to bomb Iran,’ 
no, that’s crazy,” Otney said. 
“Within reason, not stupid 
stuff either way. Something 
to help the American people, 
not hurt us.”q 


Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks April 2, 2024, at a rally in Green Bay, Wis. 
Associated Press 


U.S. NEWS A3 
Saturday 6 april 2024 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
the first time in nearly two 
years, U.S. and Chinese 
defense officials met this 
week to discuss unsafe and 
aggressive ship and aircraft 
incidents between the two 
militaries in the Pacific re- 
gion, restarting a dialogue 
that Beijing abruptly ended 
in a dispute involving Tai- 
wan. 
The meeting, which was 
Wednesday and Thursday 
in Hawaii, came as Wash- 
ington and Beijing work to 
expand 
communications 
between the two world 
powers and ease escalat- 
ing tensions. Military-to-mil- 
itary contact had stalled in 
August 2022, when Beijing 
suspended all such com- 
munication 
after 
then- 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi’s visit to Taiwan, the 
self-governing island China 
claims as its own. 
The thaw in relations be- 
tween the two countries 
got a kick-start last Novem- 
ber when U.S. President Joe 
Biden and China’s Presi- 
dent Xi Jinping met on the 
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic 
Cooperation 
summit in San Francisco. 
About a month later, Gen. 
CQ Brown, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, spoke 
with his Chinese counter- 
part in a video call in the 
first senior military-to-mili- 


tary contact since the Pe- 
losi visit. 
Other top-level talks have 
continued, including a call 
earlier this week between 
Biden and Xi, and a visit to 
China by Treasury Secre- 
tary Janet Yellen that be- 
gan on Thursday. 
The resurgence of senior 
military leader discussions 
includes the relaunch of 
routine engagements, in- 
cluding the China-U.S. Mili- 
tary Maritime Consultative 
Agreement meeting, which 
was this week in Hawaii, 


and the bilateral Defense 
Policy Coordination Talks, 
which were held earlier this 
year. 
The maritime meeting is 
focused on unsafe and 
unprofessional 
incidents 
involving the U.S. and Chi- 
nese militaries while the 
coordination talks focus on 
broader policy issues. This 
week’s meeting included 
personnel from Indo-Pacif- 
ic Command, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, U.S. Pacific Air Forces 
and the People’s Liberation 
Army. This is the first time 


since 2019 that the meeting 
was held in person; there 
was a virtual meeting in 
2021, during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
According to officials, this 
week’s meeting included 
about 18 senior military 
and civilian officials from 
each side. The U.S. and 
China delegations each 
brought up several specific 
incidents over the past sev- 
eral years that they believe 
raised operational safety 
concerns, and the group 
discussed them. 


“Open, direct, and clear 
communications with the 
PLA - and with all other mili- 
tary forces in the region - is 
of utmost importance to 
avoid accidents and mis- 
communication.,” said the 
head of the U.S. delega- 
tion, Army Col. Ian Francis 
in a statement. 
Francis, who is the director 
for Northeast Asia policy 
at U.S. Indo-Pacific Com- 
mand, said the U.S. is en- 
couraged that the People’s 
Liberation Army is honor- 
ing its commitments to the 
maritime agreement. 
Two U.S. officials said that 
they’ve seen a reduction 
in the number of unsafe in- 
cidents by Chinese military 
aircraft and ships over the 
past several months. They 
said the meeting was a 
way to make sure that the 
trend continues and that 
overall safety is increased 
in the region for troops who 
operate there. The officials 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity because the meet- 
ings are private. 
The U.S. has consistently 
viewed military commu- 
nications with China as 
critical to avoiding any mis- 
steps between their armed 
forces and to maintaining 
a peaceful Indo-Pacific. 
Pelosi became the highest- 
ranking American lawmak- 
er to visit Taiwan since 1997, 
when then-Speaker Newt 
Gingrich traveled there.q 


U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, left, shakes hands with Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng during 
a meeting at the Guangdong Zhudao Guest House in southern China’s Guangdong province, 
Friday, April 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.S.-Chinese military talks resume on safety in the air and at sea 
after a nearly 2-year break 


Sen. Bernie Sanders’s office in Vermont 
caught fire. Arson is suspected, but the 
motive is unclear 


BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) — Po- 
lice in Vermont are seeking 
a suspect who allegedly 
started a fire Friday out- 
side the office of U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders. The small 
blaze caused minor dam- 
ages but no injuries. 
Authorities say an unknown 
male suspect sprayed what 
they described as a pos- 
sible accelerant on the of- 
fice door, set it on fire and 
fled. They said the suspect 
remained at large and no 
motive had been estab- 


lished. 
"A significant fire engulfed 
the door and part of the 
vestibule, 
impeding 
the 
egress of staff members 
who were working in the of- 
fice and endangering their 
lives," Burlington police said 
in a statement. "The sprin- 
kler system then engaged 
and largely extinguished 
the fire." 
Earlier in the day, the Burl- 
ington Fire Department said 
it responded to a call Friday 
morning and found a fire 


between the vestibule, the 
elevator and the entrance 
door of Sanders' third-floor 
office in Burlington. The of- 
fice door suffered moder- 
ate fire damage and much 
of the third floor sustained 
significant water damage. 
The offices of Sanders and 
those nearby were evacu- 
ated. 
A spokesperson for Sand- 
ers did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. Sanders was not 
at the office.q 


Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., talks to the media as he walks to 
the House chamber before President Joe Biden's State of the 
Union address at the U.S. Capitol Thursday, March 7, 2024, in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By JENNIFER PELTZ and 
MIKE CATALINI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — An earth- 
quake centered between 
New York and Philadelphia 
shook skyscrapers and sub- 
urbs across the northeast- 
ern U.S. Friday, causing no 
widespread damage but 
startling millions of people 
in an area unaccustomed 
to temblors. 
The U.S. Geological Survey 
said over 42 million people 
might have felt the mid- 
morning quake with a pre- 
liminary magnitude of 4.8, 
centered near Whitehouse 
Station, New Jersey, or 
about 45 miles (72 kilome- 
ters) west of New York City 
and 50 miles (80 kilometers) 
north of Philadelphia. 
People from Baltimore to 
Boston and beyond felt the 
ground shake. The temblor 
severely damaged three 
multifamily homes in New- 
ark, New Jersey, displac- 
ing nearly 30 residents. Of- 
ficials around the region 
were checking bridges and 
other major infrastructure, 
some flights were diverted 
or delayed, Amtrak slowed 
trains throughout the busy 
Northeast Corridor, and a 
Philadelphia-area 
com- 
muter rail line suspended 
service as a precaution. 
Pictures and decorative 
plates 
tumbled 
off 
the 
wall in Christiann Thomp- 
son’s house in Whitehouse 
Station, she said, relaying 
what her husband had told 
her by phone as she volun- 
teered at a library. 
“The dogs lost their minds 
and got very terrified and 
ran around,” she said. 
Whitehouse 
Station 
Fire 
Chief Tim Apgar said no in- 
juries were reported, but re- 
sponders fielded some calls 
from people who smelled 
gas. Nearby, the upper 
portion of the 264-year-old 
Col. John Taylor’s Grist Mill 
historic site collapsed onto 
a roadway, according to 
Readington Township May- 
or Adam Mueller. 
In a 26th-floor midtown 
Manhattan office, Shawn 
Clark felt the quake and 
initially feared an explosion 
or construction accident. 
It was “pretty weird and 


scary,” the attorney said. 
Aftershocks were reported 
hours later in a central New 
Jersey township, producing 
some reports of damage 
and items falling off shelves, 
Hunterdon County Public 
Safety Director Brayden Fa- 
hey said. 
Earthquakes are less com- 
mon on the eastern than 
western edges of the U.S. 
because the East Coast 
does not lie on a boundary 
of tectonic plates. The big- 
gest Eastern quakes usually 
occur along the Mid-Atlan- 
tic Ridge, which extends 
through Iceland and the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
But rocks under the East 
Coast are better than their 
western 
counterparts 
at 
spreading earthquake en- 
ergy across long distances. 
“If we had the same mag- 
nitude quake in California, 
it probably wouldn’t be felt 
nearly as far away,” said 
U.S. 
Geological 
Survey 
geo- 
physicist Paul Caruso. 
A 
4.8-magnitude 
quake 
isn’t large enough to cause 
damage, except for some 
minor effects near the epi- 
center, the agency posted 
on the social platform X. 
By comparison, the tem- 
blor that killed at least 12 


people and injured more 
than 1,000 in Taiwan on 
Wednesday was variously 
measured at a magnitude 
of 7.2 or 7.4. 
Still, Friday’s quake caused 
some disruption. 
Flights to the New York, 
Newark and Baltimore air- 
ports were held at their 
origins for a time while offi- 
cials inspected runways for 
cracks. 
The Seton Hall University 
men’s basketball team said 
its flight to Newark was held 
in Indianapolis, likely de- 
laying a Friday afternoon 
welcome-home 
celebra- 
tion of the team’s National 
Invitational Tournament win 
Thursday. 
At least five flights en route 
to Newark were diverted 
and landed at Lehigh Val- 
ley International Airport in 
Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, 
where some passengers 
rented carts to get home. 
Traffic through the Holland 
Tunnel 
between 
Jersey 
City, New Jersey, and low- 
er Manhattan was stopped 
for about 10 minutes for in- 
spections, the Port Author- 
ity of New York and Jersey 
said. 
In 
midtown 
Manhattan, 
motorists blared their horns 
on 
shuddering 
streets. 


Some 
Brooklyn 
residents 
heard a boom and felt 
their building shaking. 
Cellphone 
circuits 
were 
overloaded 
for 
a 
time 
as people tried to reach 
loved ones and figure out 
what was going on. Later, 
phones blared with earth- 
quake-related 
notifica- 
tions during the New York 
Philharmonic’s 
morning 
performance, where An- 
ton Webern’s Six Pieces for 
Orchestra “literally ended 
with a cellphone alert,” 
said spokesperson Adam 
Crane. 
At U.N. headquarters in 
New York, the shaking inter- 
rupted the chief executive 
of Save The Children, Janti 
Soeripto, as she briefed an 
emergency Security Coun- 
cil session on conditions 
in Gaza amid the Israel- 
Hamas war. 
In New York City’s Astoria 
neighborhood, 
Casson- 
dra Kurtz was giving her 
14-year-old 
Chihuahua, 
Chiki, a cocoa-butter rub- 
down for her dry skin. Kurtz 
was recording the moment 
on video when her apart- 
ment started shaking hard 
enough that a large mirror 
banged audibly against a 
wall. 
The video captured Kurtz 


looking around, perplexed. 
Chiki, however, “was com- 
pletely unbothered.” 
Friday’s quake was felt as 
far as Maine, where “it felt 
like the floor was almost do- 
ing the wave” in Meghan 
Hebert 
South 
Portland 
apartment. 
Some Vermont and New 
Hampshire residents initially 
figured it was snow falling 
off their roofs or plow trucks 
rumbling by. In Hartford, 
Connecticut, 
paralegal 
Stacy Santa Cruz watched 
her 
computer 
screen 
shake. 
Sarah Brody and her two 
daughters were in a 14th- 
floor 
Philadelphia 
hotel 
room when water in the 
bathroom 
sink 
started 
quivering. The visitors from 
Los Angeles immediately 
recognized the sensation, 
“and we were not psyched 
about being on the 14th 
floor if it turned out to be a 
major earthquake,” Brody 
said. 
Earthquakes 
with 
mag- 
nitudes near or above 5 
struck near New York City 
in 1737, 1783 and 1884, the 
USGS said. Friday’s rumbles 
also stirred memories of 
the Aug. 23, 2011, earth- 
quake that jolted people 
from Georgia to Canada. 
Centered in Virginia, the 
5.8-magnitude quake was 
the strongest earthquake 
to hit the East Coast since 
World War II. 
President Joe Biden said he 
spoke to New Jersey Gov. 
Phil Murphy about Friday’s 
earthquake. 
The 
White 
House said the administra- 
tion would provide help if 
needed. 
New York City had no in- 
dications of major safety 
or infrastructure problems 
from the earthquake, May- 
or Eric Adams said. City 
Buildings 
Commissioner 
James Oddo said officials 
would watch out for any 
delayed cracks or other ef- 
fects on the Big Apple’s 1.1 
million buildings. 
Meanwhile, even the deli- 
cately placed eggs that 
form part of a sculpture 
at a Chinatown art gal- 
lery stayed in place, to 
the relief of gallerist Kristen 
Thomas.q 


People walk around Times Square as news tickers display news about the earthquake on Friday 
April 5, 2024 in New York. 
Associated Press 


An earthquake centered between NYC and Philadelphia rattles 
much of the Northeast 
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By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Exploited 
Chinese workers employed 
in Italy by an unauthor- 
ized subcontractor made 
handbags and accesso- 
ries for the Giorgio Armani 
fashion house in a series of 
supply chain abuses that 
the in-house production 
company failed to properly 
monitor, Italian police said 
Friday. 
The fashion house denied 
wrongdoing by GA Op- 
erations, which produces 
apparel, accessories and 
home decor for the Giorgio 
Armani Group brands. 
“The company has always 
had control and preven- 
tion measures in place 
to minimize abuses in the 
supply chain,’’ the Armani 


statement said. “GA Oper- 
ations will collaborate with 
the utmost transparency 
with the competent bodies 
to clarify its position on the 
matter.” 
According to police, GA 
Operations hired a subcon- 
tractor, which in turn hired 
unauthorized Chinese sub- 
contractors that employed 
workers under the table, 
some of whom were in Italy 
illegally. 
They allegedly disregarded 
health and safety regula- 
tions as well as rules govern- 
ing working hours, breaks 
and days off. 
Police said it was part of 
a system of caporalato, 
the illegal intermediation 
and exploitation of workers 
most often associated with 
the agricultural sector. Four 


Chinese 
factory 
owners 
face a separate criminal 
investigation for their role. 
GA 
Operations, 
mean- 
while, is not under inves- 
tigation, 
but 
has 
been 
placed under judicial ad- 
ministration for up to a year 
as part of a procedure to 
ensure legal operations, 
said Carabinieri Lt. Col. Lo- 
ris Baldassarre. 
A diagram released by 
police indicated that the 
Chinese subcontractor was 
paid 93 euros ($100) for a 
handbag that the fashion 
house sold for around 1,800 
euros (around $1950). The 
authorized subcontractor, 
acting as the middleman 
but without real production 
capabilities, was paid 250 
euros for the same bag, 
pocketing 157 euros for 


each bag, police said. 
“The system allows for max- 
imizing profits (in which) 
the Chinese factory actu- 
ally produces the products, 


lowering labor costs by 
resorting to off-the-books 
and illegal workers,’’ police 
said in a statement.q 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The U.N.’s 
top human rights body 
called on countries to stop 
selling or shipping weap- 
ons to Israel in a resolution 
passed Friday that aims to 
help prevent rights viola- 
tions against Palestinians 
amid Israel’s blistering mili- 
tary campaign in Gaza. 
The 
47-member-country 
Human Rights Council vot- 
ed 28-6 in favor of the reso- 
lution, with 13 abstentions. 
The 
sweeping 
measure 
takes aim at an array of 
Israeli actions such as im- 
peding access to water 
and limiting shipments of 
humanitarian aid into Pal- 
estinian areas. It also calls 
on U.N.-backed indepen- 
dent investigators to report 
on shipments of weapons, 
munitions and “dual use” 
items that have both civil- 
ian and military applica- 
tions that could be used by 
Israel against Palestinians. 
While non-binding, the res- 
olution is bound to raise in- 
ternational pressure on Isra- 
el as a sign of widespread 
concern about its military 
campaign in Gaza, begun 
in response to the attacks 


in Israel by armed militants 
on Oct. 7, that has led to 
the killings of nearly 33,000 
Palestinians. 
Western countries were di- 
vided. 
The 
U.S. 
and 
Germany 
opposed 
the 
resolution, 
France and Japan ab- 
stained, while Belgium, Fin- 
land and Luxembourg vot- 


ed in favor. 
Sustained applause inter- 
rupted the council presi- 
dent as he read the results. 
Israel’s ambassador said 
she would not attend the 
rest of the day’s session 
and called the resolution a 
“stain on the Human Rights 
Council and the United Na- 
tions as a whole.” 


“This 
council 
has 
long 
abandoned 
the 
Israeli 
people and long defend- 
ed Hamas,” Meirav Eilon 
Shahar said of the militant 
group behind the attacks. 
“It has become a shield 
for terrorists. It has turned a 
blind eye to any acts of vi- 
olence against Israelis and 
Jews.” 


She said she was especially 
disappointed at European 
countries that backed the 
measure calling out Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg and Fin- 
land by name for support- 
ing a resolution that did not 
condemn Hamas. 
“I don’t know if any of you 
counted, but Israel ap- 
pears in the resolution 59 
times 59 times,” she told re- 
porters afterward. “Hamas 
does not appear at all.” 
Before the vote, the Pal- 
estinian 
ambassador 
in 
Geneva, Ibrahim Khraishi, 
decried the “humanitarian 
disaster” in Gaza, and ap- 
pealed to envoys “to wake 
and stop this genocide … 
televised live across the 
world, killing thousands of 
innocent Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 
Speaking in Arabic, Khraishi 
alluded to the genocide 
of Jews in Europe last cen- 
tury, saying: “We were not 
responsible, but we have 
been paying the price of 
what was done during the 
Second World War.” 
Israel at times joined by the 
United States has regularly 
and roundly criticized the 
council for its alleged anti- 
Israel bias. q 


A view of the screen showing the result of a vote on a resolution regarding the Israeli military 
campaign in Gaza, during the 55th session of the Human Rights Council, at the European 
headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Friday, April 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.N. human rights body calls for halt to weapons shipments to 
Israel as concerns about Gaza war mount 


In this frame grab taken from a footage released, Friday, April 5, 
2024, by the Italian Carabinieri, paramilitary police, showing a 
bedroom in a workshop where leathergoods were being made 
in northern Italy. 
Associated Press 


Giorgio Armani bags were produced by exploited Chinese workers 
near Milan, Italian police say 
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By ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Shelves have gone 
empty, as residents hunt in 
vain and resort to DIY alter- 
natives. And surging resale 
prices are shocking even 
to Argentines accustomed 
to triple-digit inflation. The 
country’s latest crisis: There 
isn’t enough mosquito re- 
pellent. 
As the South American 
country contends with its 
worst outbreak of dengue 
fever in recent memory, 
bug spray has become this 
season’s hot-ticket item. So 
hot that it’s sold out in virtu- 
ally all Buenos Aires stores 
and going for exorbitant 
prices online, in some cases 
as much as 10 times the re- 
tail value. 
“We’ve been to at least 
30 pharmacies all over the 
city and there is nothing 
left,” Ana Infante said as 
she swatted mosquitoes 
away from her two small 
daughters, their arms visibly 
pocked with red bumps. 
Infante, 
42, 
joined 
the 
frenzied race for repellent 
when her co-worker at an 
empanada shop fell seri- 


ously ill with dengue last 
week. 
“All we have is this,” she 
said, raising her swatting 
hand. 
Rampant 
hoarding 
and 
surging prices have stoked 
desperation. In one widely 
shared video from a mar- 
ket in the town of El Talar 


outside the capital Thurs- 
day, shoppers are seen de- 
scending on an employee 
opening new boxes of bug 
spray, snatching up stock 
before he could place a 
single bottle on a shelf. 
“I feel helpless, because I 
know I can’t do anything,” 
said 
Marta 
Velarde, 
a 


65-year-old shop owner in 
Buenos Aires, recalling how 
a distraught customer re- 
cently threatened to punch 
her in the face when she 
broke the news she had no 
repellent left. “You have no 
explanation and people 
are very aggressive.” 
As public outrage mounted 


and the repellent shortage 
evolved from nuisance to 
national news, the govern- 
ment busy battling sky-high 
inflation 
and 
near-daily 
protests was forced to in- 
tervene. 
On Thursday, authorities 
lifted import restrictions on 
foreign-made 
mosquito 
repellents to boost sup- 
ply and announced they 
would ramp up production 
at local labs. 
“We spoke with producers 
who told us that they have 
changed their capacity to 
produce, they are doing it 
at their maximum capac- 
ity,” Health Minister Mario 
Russo told the local Telefé 
channel Thursday in his first 
TV appearance since the 
dengue outbreak. When 
asked 
how 
Argentines 
should protect themselves 
in the meantime, he of- 
fered a warning that was 
instantly mocked on social 
media: 
“Be careful with shorts,” he 
said. 
The dengue virus has ex- 
ploded across Latin Amer- 
ica over the past muggy 
weeks of summer in the 
Southern Hemisphere.q 


BY FARAI MUTSAKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 
— Zimbabwe on Friday 
launched a new currency 
to replace its previous one 


that in recent months has 
been battered by depreci- 
ation, and in some instanc- 
es rejection by the popu- 
lation. 
Authorities 
hope 
the new measure will halt 


a currency crisis underlin- 
ing the country’s yearslong 
economic troubles. 
Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe 
Gov. John Mushayavanhu 
said the new currency will 
be called ZiG, and will be 
anchored on gold reserves 
and a basket of foreign 
currencies. It goes into ef- 
fect on Monday. 
The Zimbabwe dollar has 
come 
under 
sustained 
pressure in recent weeks, 
making it one of the world’s 
worst performing curren- 
cies. Since January, the 
Zimbabwe dollar lost over 
70% of its value on the of- 
ficial 
market, 
and 
was 
plunging even further on 
the thriving but illegal black 
market. 
Inflation 
increased 
from 
26.5% in December last 


year to 34.8% this January 
before spiking to 55.3% in 
March, according to offi- 
cial figures. 
Traders were increasingly 
rejecting lower denomina- 
tions of the now scrapped 
currency, with many insist- 
ing on payment only in U.S. 
dollars, which are also legal 
tender in the southern Afri- 
can country. 
“We are doing what we are 
doing to ensure that our lo- 
cal currency does not die. 
We were already in a situ- 
ation where almost 85% of 
the transactions are being 
conducted in U.S dollars,” 
Mushayavanhu told report- 
ers in the capital, Harare. 
People have three weeks 
to exchange the old notes 
with the new currency, he 
said. Friday’s announce- 


ment is the latest of a cock- 
tail of currency measures 
undertaken by the Zimba- 
bwean government since 
the initial spectacular col- 
lapse of the Zimbabwe dol- 
lar in 2009. The period saw 
the country at one point 
issuing a 100 trillion Zimba- 
bwe dollar banknote be- 
fore the government was 
forced to temporarily scrap 
its currency and allow the 
U.S. dollar to be used as le- 
gal tender. 
The country re-introduced 
a domestic note in 2016, 
marking the beginning of 
another round of currency 
volatility 
highlighted 
by 
changes to currency policy 
that included the banning 
of foreign currencies such 
as the U.S dollar for domes- 
tic transactions in 2019.q 


A woman sprays herself with a makeshift mosquito repellant of vanilla and water as she waits to 
be attended at a hospital amid a surge in dengue fever cases, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, 
April 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Dengue fever outbreak in Argentina leads to shortage of a must- 
have item: mosquito repellent 


Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Governor, John Mushayavanhu 
holds a sample of the country’s new currency at a press briefing 
in Harare, Friday, April 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Zimbabwe introduces new currency as depreciation and rising 
inflation stoke economic turmoi 
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Got plans for this weekend? Try visiting the farmer’s markets! 


(Oranjestad)—If you’re look- 
ing for some fresh and local 
produce, visit the farmer’s 
markets at Santa Rosa, STR 
FARM Aruba and Ostrich 
Farm this weekend for a nice 
selection of fruits, veggies, 
local honey, and other fresh 
and locally produced goods! 


After their successful first 
pop-up market last month, 
The Department of Agricul- 
ture, or commonly known 
here as Santa Rosa, is or- 
ganizing another Pop-Up 
Market/Farmer’s Market at 
their headquarters at Piedra 
Plat 114A today starting from 
8am to11am. Santa Rosa is 


known for promoting and 
teaching about farming on 
the island, and so it’s where 
local farmers and cattlemen 
go to offer the community 
some of their home-grown 
produce. At this market you 
may find a few stands that 
sell locally-grown (micro) 
greens, as well as different 
fruits and veggies, fresh beef, 
eggs and even local honey. 


Similarly today, STR FARM Aru- 
ba (Alto Vista 18F), and on 
Sunday the Ostrich Farm, are 
both hosting another market 
event, offering a wide range 
of fruits and veggies, as well 
as honey, eggs, herbs and lo- 


cal craft! You may even find 
homemade kimchi and local 
coffee! 


Agriculture is a huge part of 
the Aruban identity, as the 
island has a rich history of 
being built by local farmers 
and cattlemen back in the 
old days. This is why these 
local farmer’s markets are 
essential in maintaining the 
tradition of the “cunucero*” 
and to further promote the 
beauty and love that goes 
into farming and cultivation 
of home-grown food.q 


* “Farmer” in Papiamento. 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the big- 
gest concerns that parents have 
when travelling with their children 
is a guarantee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. Therefore, we 
thought it would be a great help 
to travelling parents to list off some 
the most family-friendly beaches 
around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s most 
popular and visited beaches, and 


for good reason: This sandy and 
quiet lagoon is a great place for 
parents to sit back and relax while 
their children play in the shallow 
shores of the beach. Beside the re- 
laxing atmosphere, there are also 
several services that may accom- 
modate your stay, like a parking 
lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, bath- 
rooms and a snack bar right at the 
far left of the beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito 


Mangel Halto is situated in the 
back streets of the Pos Chiquito 
city. Though there are several stairs 
on the sides of the beach cliff 
leading you down, the best spot 
for families to hang out is across 
the bridge, passed the mangrove 
trees near the entrance sign. Here, 
there are small and big palapas, 
perfect for big and small families 
to set up their belongings. In this 
area, the shore is also shallow, fall- 
ing right around your knee before 
slowly getting deeper: perfect for 
kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the 
hotel area 
Yet another highly popular beach 
site, Eagle Beach and Palm Beach 
is where most of our visitors go to 
tan, swim or play in the white sand. 
Because they are near the low-rise 
and high-rise hotel areas, these 
beaches are the most accessible 
for visitors on foot. These beaches 
also offer many palapas free to 
use, but you can also rent chairs 


and tents. Much like Baby Beach, 
these sites are one of the best 
beaches for your children to play 
and build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay beach 
near the Malmok beach area fur- 
ther down the hotel areas. Though 
it may not be a very sandy beach, 
it is relatively quiet and tranquil. 
This is a great place for family to 
lay down a big blanket and have 
a little picnic. This is also one of the 
best places to snorkel, as this area 
is filled with little fish and corals, 
even close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically not a 
beach, but a must-visit attraction 
for family fun. This small water park 
oasis is located further down the 
Mangel Halto Beach and is reach- 
able by boat. This water park of- 
fers 6 hours of fun activities, food, 
drinks, and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close! q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitor at Costa Linda Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure of recognizing Dis- 
tinguished Visitor of Aruba. 
The honoree was respectively 
honored with a certificate 


acknowledging her years of 
visits, loyalty, and love for the 
island of Aruba. 


The honor certification is 
presented on behalf of the 


Minister of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation and to say 
“Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are 
as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 
(20>years consecutively visit- 
ing Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years consecutively visit- 
ing Aruba) 


The honoree was: 
Distinguished Visitor 
Ms. Lauren deVoe from New 
York, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff members 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
bestowed the certificate 
to the honoree, presented 
her with memorable gifts, 
and thanked her for choos- 
ing Aruba as her best-loved 
vacation destination, as her 
home away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to 


Aruba provided by the hon- 
oree were: 
•	 
Aruba’s people. 
•	 
Aruba’s wonderful weath- 
er. 
•	 
Aruba´s sun, sand and 
sea. 
•	 
Aruba’s fabulous restau- 
rants. 
•	 
Aruba’s fine choices of 
beverages. 


On behalf of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, we would like to 
express our sincere gratitude 
and appreciation to the hon- 
orees for their continued visits 
to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Aruba To You Set to Revolutionize Food Delivery Services in Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba To You, a 
dynamic new food delivery ser- 
vice platform, is poised to trans- 
form the culinary landscape of 
Aruba with its official launch 
this week. Spearheaded by 
Gianluca Sardo, a seasoned 
Italian entrepreneur based in 
New York, the platform aims to 
provide an unparalleled dining 
experience for both locals and 
tourists alike. 


Fueled by Sardo's passion for 
Aruba and its vibrant culinary 
scene, Aruba To You promises 
to offer a diverse array of cui- 
sines from the island's top res- 
taurants, delivered directly to 
customers' doorsteps. With a 
focus on technology, quality, 
and innovation, the platform 
seeks to elevate the dining ex- 
perience while supporting local 
businesses. 


Sardo, who envisions making 
Aruba his permanent home in 
the future, views the launch of 
Aruba To You as a testament to 
his commitment to the island's 


growth and prosperity. "Aruba 
has captured my heart, and I 
am thrilled to contribute to its 
culinary landscape with Aruba 
To You," Sardo remarked. 


The platform's user-friendly in- 
terface and efficient delivery 
service are designed to provide 
customers with a seamless and 


enjoyable experience. 


Despite the presence of es- 
tablished competitors, Sardo 
emphasizes that Aruba To You 
seeks to complement existing 
services rather than compete 
directly. "We aim to collabo- 
rate with local businesses and 
contribute to the diversity and 


accessibility of dining options in 
Aruba," he stated. 


Aruba To You has already gar- 
nered significant interest and 
support from both consumers 
and restaurant partners, posi- 
tioning it as a promising addi- 
tion to Aruba's culinary land- 
scape. 


For more information about 
Aruba To You and its services, 
please visit app.arubatoyou. 
com or contact info@aruba- 
toyou.com 


About Aruba To You 
Aruba To You is a forthcoming 
food delivery service platform 
based in Aruba, founded by 
Gianluca Sardo. With a com- 
mitment to excellence, conve- 
nience, and technology, Aruba 
To You aims to revolutionize the 
dining experience on the island 
by offering a diverse selection 
of cuisines from top restaurants, 
delivered directly to customers' 
doorsteps.q 
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Walk of Light in memory of Khaleesi and to 
unite the community again next week 


On Saturday, April 13th, at 
5 o'clock in the afternoon, 
the community of Aruba 
will have the opportunity to 
participate in a silent walk 
called "Walk of Light," a 
positive activity organized 
by various foundations that 
rescue animals and are also 
dedicated to the special dog 
Khaleesi. 


For this, a reporter from our 
sister paper Bon Dia Aruba 
contacted 
Zoey 
Conijn 
Berkel of Luna Foundation 
Aruba Inc, where she ex- 
plained that this is an activity 
so people don’t forget what 
recently happened with 
the dog named "Khaleesi," 
whose death due to mis- 
treatment and abuse shook 
the Aruban community and 
resulted in many demanding 
a change in the dog law for 
better treatment of dogs. 
"In memory of her, we are 
doing the walk, to unite our 
community," Zoey assured. 


Dress in white for the walk 
For this reason, next week on 
Saturday, April 13th, from 5 
o'clock in the afternoon until 
8 o'clock at night, the walk 
will start at the Fire Depart- 
ment near the airport and 
will end at Governor's Bay 
Beach. The intention is for 
those who want to partici- 
pate to wear white and also 
to bring signs, flags, lights, or 
bells. It is not allowed to bring 
balloons to preserve the en- 
vironment. 
Furthermore, Zoey ensured 
that this is a silent walk and 
not a walk for dogs either. "If 
a dog behaves itself, without 
barking, and if it walks calm- 
ly, then it may accompany, 
otherwise not, because the 
idea is for people to under- 
stand what went wrong with 
Khaleesi and to prevent it 
from happening again." 
This case is raising more 
awareness in the commu- 
nity "and that shows me that 
Khaleesi did not die in vain, 


her death did something, 
it opened people's eyes, it 
made people wake up from 
their dreams to start taking 
a look at what's happening 
here," she mentioned. 
ChAnge in dOg LAW 
underWAy 
Zoey 
commented 
that 
they talked with the office 
of the responsible minister, 
Ursell Arends, where they 
are working to change the 
law because the law at the 
moment indicates that if a 
person kills another person's 
dog, it is punishable, but if 
a person kills their own dog, 
it is punishable but with less 
severity. "For me, abuse is 
abuse, whether it's my dog 
or someone else's, the pun- 
ishment should be the same, 
and they want to change 
the law, they told me they 
are trying to change it in 
a way that usually takes a 
year or two to change, and 
they are trying to push it to 
be changed by the end of 


December, because what's 
happening now happens al- 
most every day," she com- 
mented. 
Luna Foundation is a non- 
profit organization dedicat- 
ed to rescuing and nurturing 
stray dogs (back to health), 


whose work is recognized 
and appreciated from both 
locals and foreign volunteers. 
For those interested in get- 
ting a T-shirt and a sticker, 
they can contact the num- 
ber indicated on the flyer: 
5946689.q 


Aruba to me 


OrAnJeSTAd — you are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 


cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our happy island. 


Complete the sentence: 


Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation 
memory. 
Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, 
Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 


as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 
Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and 
Facebook 
page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 
For today we received a 
lovely message from our 
awesome 
visitors 
Daniel 
and Anne LeBlanc from 
Ontario, Canada. 


They wrote to us saying: 


“Aruba to us is one of the 
most beautiful places to 
travel. Finally all of our fam- 
ily got to experience this 
paradise. A beautiful island 
with spectacular people, 
beaches and restaurants. 
Many thanks to all who live 
in Aruba for your hospitality. 
You are all amazing...the 
best! You made our family 
feel right at home!” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 
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Episode CXIV -114 - Culture & Carnival 


NOORD — Carnival is a 
very rich festive cycle that, 
thanks to demonstrations 
loaded with satire, creates 
for a few days an universe 
ruled by scandal, nonsense 
and 
debauchery. 
Each 
carnival tends to parody 
what the rest of the year 
has been taken seriously. It 
is about executing a kind of 
judgment of the year from 
a transgressive and popu- 
lar perspective, building a 
chronicle of what has wor- 
ried society and assuming 
that this fact gives an extra 
interesting value to the cel- 
ebration. 


The festival is traditionally 
linked to Catholicism, since 
its celebration precedes 
Lent and its origins dates 
back to star gazing time 
keepers of Antiquity. The 
word Carnival comes from 


the Latin language “carnis 
levale” which means “to re- 
move the meat.” This sense 
is related to the fast that 
one must perform during 
Lent and also to the control 
of worldly pleasures, which 
shows an attempt by the 
Catholic Church to control 
the desires of the faithful. 
As globalization and mo- 
dernity have not yet won 
the battle against popular 
culture, carnival still resists 
cultural uniformity despite 
adapting to social change 
linking the present with the 
past and the individual with 
the community. 


The carnival party implies 
the continuity of the origi- 
nal local social groups and 
at this moment there is de- 
bate between the values 
of use (identity) and the 
values of change (tour- 


ism). The great enemies of 
the traditional carnival are 
the accelerated process of 
change and the uniformity 
caused by globalization. 
Although there is a tenden- 
cy to copy the “world car- 
nival programs”, in carnival 
party there are always two 
variants: the one version 
rooted in ancient customs 
and religious traditions, the 
other a more grotesque, 
spontaneous 
and 
street 
version. If we consider that 
the informal version is re- 
lated to what is in fashion, 
we reach a turning point 
where the conventional so- 
cial structure is destroyed 
to create an artificial one 
and try to level the carnival 
party to the culture of each 
place. This is where each 
society must make a differ- 
ence and express its identi- 
ty through its heritage; such 
is the case of Aruba, which 
had a very specific way of 
life before change was im- 
posed. 


The 
carnival 
compared 
to other types of traditions 
such as the “Dera Gai” is 
a festival in constant pro- 
cess of change and trans- 
formation. It is precisely at 
this point where education 
is of great importance to 
protect intangible cultural 


assets, since that should 
differentiate the study of 
intangible heritage in gen- 
eral and that of dogmatic 
festive rituals in particular. If 
we understand intangible 
heritage as a deposit of the 
collective memory of peo- 
ples, we see that each so- 
cial group is built on its tra- 
ditions. However we must 
not forget that while the 
tradition for being dynam- 
ic is transformed, heritage 
and culture of our people is 
nourished by relevant and 
meaningful ways of life for 
those who created them 
and continue their prac- 
tices. 


The way carnival is cele- 
brated nowadays on Aruba 


has been very much influ- 
enced by English speaking 
Caribbean islands mainly 
Trinidad and its Steel band, 
Calypso beat in contrast to 
a regional religious expres- 
sion very much connected 
to The old Roman Catholic 
Church, protector of the 
native, who incorporated 
and influenced many as- 
pects of social behavior 
during seasonal procession 
and popular celebrations. 


To get to know more over 
Aruba’s and its origins, its 
animals and culture, we 
highly recommend you to 
book your visit for our re- 
nowned cultural encoun- 
ter session has been enter- 
taining curious participants 
for decades. Mail us at et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or 
WhatsApp 297 592 2702 to 
confirm your participation. 
Our facilities and activities 
take place close to high 
rise hotels. q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vaca- 
tion?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (including your name and where you 
are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers 
and any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day 
again.q 
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Visit the natural bridges of Aruba! 


(Oranjestad)—After you’ve 
visited the Alto Vista Church, 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill Ru- 
ins and the mini natural pool 
that is located right next to 
it, you’re next up around the 
northern coast line must be 
the Natural Bridge. Once the 
largest natural bridge in the 
Caribbean, this bridge has 
been a tourist attraction for 
many years. 


The bridge was formed dur- 
ing thousands of years, cut 
and crafted by the wild 
waves that crash into the 
coral stone walls of the 
coast. Before its collapse, this 
bridge measured 30 meters in 


length and 7 meters in height, 
making it the biggest natu- 
ral bridge in the Caribbean 
at the time. For many years, 
this site was also a frequently 
visited beach, as the bridge 
had a small opening through 
which the water would flow 
into the tiny beach. 


Unfortunately in 2005, the 
bridge collapsed, and the 
little beach dried up. De- 
spite this, this site remained 
a tourist attraction, with 
many visitors walking along 
the coral cliffs of the bridge 
to see the spectacular view 
of the northern coastline and 
the Caribbean Sea. Visitors 


can also still visit the souvenir 
shop on the left of the bridge 
entrance. 


While the natural bridge no 
longer is functional, there is 
now a smaller natural bridge 
very close. This bridge is often 
called the “Baby Bridge” or 
“Daughter Bridge”.q 


Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know! 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba is a 
potting melt of different 
nationalities, cultures and 
languages. 
Primarily 
for 
this reason, the average 
Aruban 
can 
understand 
and speak Dutch, Eng- 
lish and Spanish relatively 
well. However, as much as 
we pride ourselves in be- 
ing able to communicate 
with almost everyone, we 
cherish our native tongue 
Papiamento 
above 
all 
else. Want to learn some 
common words in our lan- 
guage? Here are a few ba- 
sic words and phrases that 
can get you a hat tip from 
an Aruban. 


When you arrive at the air- 
port in Aruba, one of the 
first words in Papiamento 
you may encounter is “Bon 
bini.” Bon bini in Papiamen- 
to means welcome, and is 
probably the most famous 
Papiamento word for tour- 
ists. 


Hi! Bye! 
To be fair, there is no unique 
way to say “hello” in Pa- 
piamento. At least, not of- 
ficially. We often just use 
the English “hello” or “hey”, 
or Dutch “hallo” to greet 
someone. We do howev- 
er, always follow it up with 
“con bay?” or “con ta?” 
Con bay is a shortened 
version of “con ta bay?”, 
which 
essentially 
means 
“how are you?” 


The word “con” in Papia- 
mento 
means 
“how?” 
and is pronounced with a 
rounder “o” sounds, like in 


the English word “cone”. 
“Ta bay” refers to how you 
are doing. 
When we say goodbye, we 
use the word “ayo” (not like 
the Ayo Rock Formation, 
but also…kinda?). We may 
also use “te oro”, which 
means “see you later”. 


Greetings during the day 
Most, if not all, languages 
have 
different 
ways 
to 
greet according to the time 
of day, and Papiamento is 
no different. Since Papia- 
mento is heavily influences 
from Portuguese and Span- 
ish, some of these phrases 


may look very familiar. 


1. 
Bon dia is used in 
the morning, up to about 
noon. Bon dia essentially 
means good morning. The 
word “bon” means “good”, 
and while “dia” does not 
directly mean “morning” in 
English, it is used often to re- 
fer to the morning time. 
2. 
Bon tardi. In the af- 
ternoon to early evening 
hours, we use “bon tardi” to 
greet people, which means 
“good afternoon”. “Tardi” 
actually comes from the 
word “atardi”, which direct- 
ly translates to “afternoon”. 
However, the shortened 
“tardi” is used to keep the 
rhythm on the phrase. And 
the same could be said for 
our last greeting of the day. 
3. 
Bon 
nochi. 
You 
guessed it, “bon nochi” 
means “good night”. Just 
like “tardi”, “nochi” is actu- 
ally the shortened version 
of the word “anochi”. 
Yes…no…maybe? 


The affirmative and nega- 
tive expression is very sim- 
ple in Papiamento. Just like 
Spanish, our yeses are “si” 
and our no’s are “no”. Pret- 
ty easy right? If you want 
to gain some extra points 
from younger locals, you 
can also say “se”, which is 
a more casual affirmative 
used mostly by the younger 
generation. However, do 
note: some older genera- 
tions may find this improper 
and not respectful, so keep 
that in mind. 


Thanks man… 
Lastly, a word that we can 
also say more often is “dan- 
ki”, which means literally 
“thank you”. “Danki” is de- 
rived from the Dutch word 
“bedankt”. 
Though 
we 
don’t really have a transla- 
tion for “I appreciate it” in 
English, we do use “masha 
danki” to convey the mes- 
sage. “Masha” means “a 
lot” or “very”, so “masha 
danki” means “thank you 
very much”.q 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 
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Cruise ship Schedule: Apr 2 - Apr 07 2024 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 


voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota : tel.588 7364 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


By ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN 
AP Science Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — Some who 
hope to witness Monday’s 
total solar eclipse may see 
the sun obscured by clouds 
instead of by the moon. 
There’s still some time for 
forecasts to change, but 
meteorologists 
predict 
that eclipse day storms 
could blanket parts of the 
path, which stretches from 
Mexico and Texas through 
Maine and parts of Cana- 
da. 
If clouds don’t get in the 
way, viewers in the path 
wearing 
eclipse 
glasses 
will see the moon begin to 
slowly cover the sun until it 
is completely blocked, a 
period of darkness called 
“totality” 
during 
which 
temperatures 
drop 
and 
the sun’s corona will be vis- 
ible. 
What’s the forecast along 
the eclipse’s path? 
Clouds are expected in 
much of the eclipse’s path 
Monday thanks to storms 
that are moving across the 
central U.S. 
As of Friday afternoon, the 
Northeastern 
U.S. 
looks 
like it has the best chance 
of clear skies, along with 
large patch of the central 
U.S. near southeastern Mis- 
souri and southern Illinois. 
Canada, too, may have 
only light cloud cover that 
won’t significantly impact 
the view, according to Na- 
tional Weather Service me- 
teorologist Marc Chenard. 
Higher, 
thinner 
clouds 
should still allow eclipse 
goers to glimpse the sun, 
while lower, thicker clouds 
could obscure the spec- 
tacle entirely. 
Parts of Ohio, Pennsylva- 
nia, New York and Texas 
are questionable. North- 
east Texas, Chenard says, 
“could kind of go either 
way at this point.” Mexico 
may also have low to mid- 
level cloud cover. 
Thushari 
Jayasekara, 
a 
physics professor at South- 
ern Illinois University, saw 
the 2017 eclipse from Car- 
bondale, Illinois, where it 
was partially hidden by 
clouds. From her vantage 
point at the university’s Sa- 


This satellite image provided by NOAA shows clouds over 
North America on Thursday, April 4, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Eclipse weather forecast points to clear skies in the 
Northeast and central U.S. Texas is iffy 


luki Stadium, the spectacle 
disappeared right as the fi- 
nal bit of the sun was extin- 
guished by the moon. The 
crowd fell silent. 
“It was dark, but we were 
not able to see the sun,” 
she said. The clouds parted 
again during totality, allow- 
ing those in Carbondale to 
catch a glimpse of the full 
effect. 
Storms with severe weather 
potential after the eclipse 
from Texas to Arkansas 
could impact homeward 
travel. 
How accurate is the eclipse 
weather forecast? 
“The uncertainty is still pret- 
ty high,” Chenard said. The 
storms moving across the 
country make it difficult for 
meteorologists to predict 
exactly where and when 


clouds will arrive. 
Weather conditions in the 
northeast U.S. have looked 
promising so far, but the 
timing and speed of Mon- 
day’s storms may influence 
what cloud cover looks like 
for the rest of the country. 
The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administra- 
tion’s Weather Prediction 
Center will update the 
eclipse forecast daily until 
Monday. 
Eclipse enthusiasts should 
monitor weather forecasts 
over the weekend and 
keep plans flexible. Daniel 
Dawson, an atmospheric 
scientist at Purdue Univer- 
sity, drove to Carbondale 
for the 2017 eclipse with 
his family then changed 
plans day-of and drove 
east to Kentucky based on 


the cloud forecast. 
“Look for where the con- 
fidence seems to be the 
greatest as you head to- 
wards the event,” he said. 
How can I see the solar 
eclipse if it’s cloudy or 
rained out? 
Eclipse viewers can still 
watch 
the 
total 
solar 
eclipse online. 
Associated Press journal- 
ists will also bring live cov- 
erage of the eclipse from 
across the path, starting at 
10 a.m. EDT with views from 
Mazatlán, 
Mexico, 
and 
other locations.q 
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By KATHERINE ROTH 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
tackling your taxes, it can 
sometimes be hard to fig- 
ure out whether to opt for 
a standard deduction or 
itemize. 
According to tax pros, item- 
izing generally only makes 
sense if your itemized de- 
ductions, taken together, 
add up to more than the 
current standard deduc- 
tion of $13,850 for a single 
filer and $27,700 for a mar- 
ried couple. 
Here’s what you should 
know: 
Standard deduction versus 
itemizing 
For the vast majority of tax 
filers, the standard deduc- 
tion is the way to go. 
“Generally, 
taxpayers 
whose total itemized de- 
ductions 
are 
less 
than 
the 
standard 
deduction 
(based on their filing sta- 
tus) will benefit from taking 
the standard deduction. 
However, if the taxpayer’s 
total itemized deductions 
are greater than their stan- 
dard deduction, they must 
itemize,” says Kathy Picker- 
ing, chief tax officer at H&R 
Block. 
There are a few exceptions, 


though, and some things 
to consider itemizing that 
people sometimes forget. 
“One situation where it 
may be beneficial to item- 
ize is when the taxpayer is 
claimed as a dependent 
on another taxpayer’s re- 
turn, and their standard 
deduction is limited,” says 
Pickering. 
Deductions 
can 
include 
amounts paid for eligible 
state and local income 


taxes, real property taxes, 
personal property taxes, 
mortgage interest, disaster 
losses, gifts to charity, and 
a portion of medical and 
dental expenses, among 
others. According to Tom 
O’Saben, director of tax 
content and government 
relations at the National As- 
sociation of Tax Profession- 
als, the biggest three po- 
tential deductions for most 
people are mortgage inter- 


est, charitable donations in 
cash or in property (a sepa- 
rate form must be filled out 
for anything over $500, and 
appraisal must be done 
for anything over $5,000), 
and eligible state and lo- 
cal taxes (known as SALT), 
which for most people is 
now capped at $10,000. 
Deductions for the self-em- 
ployed or business owners 
“For 
the 
small 
business 
owner, almost all tax-de- 


ductible business expenses 
come out of their check- 
book. Capturing those is 
the easy part. But there are 
a few things that are easy 
to miss,” says Keith Hall, 
CEO of the National Associ- 
ation for the Self-Employed 
(and a CPA himself). 
Car use for small business 
is one thing. Keep a log 
in your car. When you go 
see a client or go to the 
post office or supply store, 
jot down those miles. They 
add up. 65.5 cents per mile 
is allowed as a deduction 
for 2023. 
The home office deduction 
is also easy to miss. If you 
have a dedicated home 
office for your business, $5 
per square foot can be de- 
ducted. 
Retirement fund contribu- 
tions can also be deduct- 
ed, Hall says. Those contri- 
butions save tax dollars to- 
day. A simplified employee 
pension fund is something 
many small business own- 
ers have. 
“The SEP is as easy to open 
as opening a bank ac- 
count and they can con- 
tribute up to 20 percent 
of their profit into that ac- 
count, and it’s tax deduct- 
ible,” says Hall.q 


NEW YORK (AP) — If you 
purchased some weight- 
ed groceries or bagged 
fruit at Walmart in recent 
years, you may be eligible 
for a cash payment from 
a class action settlement 
with the retailer. The class 
action lawsuit, first filed in 
October 2022, alleges that 
Walmart shoppers across 
the U.S. and Puerto Rico 
who 
purchased 
certain 
sold-by-weight meat and 
seafood as well as select 
citrus sold in bulk bags paid 
more than the lowest price 
advertised in stores. 
Walmart has denied any 
wrongdoing but agreed to 
pay $45 million to settle the 
litigation. That means that 
impacted consumers can 


now submit claims for cash 
payments. “We will contin- 
ue providing our customers 
everyday low prices to help 
them save money on the 


products they want and 
need,” a spokesperson for 
the Bentonville, Arkansas, 
company stated. “We still 
deny the allegations, how- 


ever we believe a settle- 
ment is in the best interest 
of both parties.” 
Consumers can learn more 
about submitting a claim 
and the products that are 
covered 
on 
the 
settle- 
ment administrator’s web- 
site. Cash payments are 
available for anyone who 
purchased these certain 
weighted meat, seafood 
and bagged citrus prod- 
ucts which includes select 
oranges, 
grapefruit 
and 
tangerines at Walmart in 
the U.S. and Puerto Rico 
between October 19, 2018 
and January 19, 2024. 
Payments 
will 
range 
in 
amount 
depending 
on 
each claim. It’s possible to 
get some money even if 


you don’t have a purchase 
receipt anymore. 
Consumers without a proof 
of purchase can receive 
between $10 and $25, de- 
pending on how many eli- 
gible products they attest 
to buying during the settle- 
ment class period. Mean- 
while, those with receipts 
or other documentation 
could be entitled to get 2% 
of the total cost for each 
product they purchased 
at up to $500. Approved 
claimants will receive their 
payments 
electronically 
through Venmo, Zelle, ACH 
or a virtual pre-paid Mas- 
terCard but paper checks 
can also be requested 
those unable to receive 
payments electronically.q 


Money is donated for out of work musicians on March 18, 2021, in New York. 
Associated Press 


Should you itemize or take a standard deduction on your tax 
return? Here’s what to know 


Shoppers walk to a Walmart in Vernon Hills, Ill., Tuesday, March 
28, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Buy groceries at Walmart recently? You may be eligible for a class 
action settlement payment 
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By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bron- 
ny James will enter the NBA 
draft after one season at 
Southern 
California 
that 
was shortened by his re- 
covery from cardiac arrest. 
The 19-year-old son of LeB- 
ron James announced Fri- 
day on his Instagram ac- 
count that he also plans to 
retain his college eligibility 
and will enter the transfer 
portal. 
“I’ve had a year with some 
ups and downs but all add- 
ed to growth for me as a 
man, student and athlete,” 
James wrote. 
James posted his decision 
hours before USC intro- 
duced Eric Musselman as 
its new coach. He comes 
from Arkansas and replac- 
es Andy Enfield, who left on 
Monday to become coach 
at SMU. 
Musselman is scrambling to 


assemble a coaching staff 
and assess a roster that has 
also lost junior Kobe John- 
son, who said Thursday that 
he’s committed to cross- 
town rival UCLA. USC star 
freshman Isaiah Collier at- 


tended Musselman’s news 
conference. 
“I need to try to get a hold 
of Bronny. I’ve texted him,” 
Musselman said after his 
campus news conference. 
“Certainly he’s got a lot of 


options and we respect 
those options. We just want 
him to know that, hey, this 
opportunity here, if you 
want to play at USC, we’d 
love to have him. Such a 
talented young man.” 
James averaged 4.8 points 
and 2.8 rebounds while 
starting six of 25 games for 
the Trojans. He shot 37% 
from the field, 27% from 
3-point range and 68% from 
the free throw line. 
The elder James, his wife 
and their 9-year-old daugh- 
ter were frequent courtside 
spectators at the Galen 
Center this season. 
“Bronny is his own man,” the 
elder James said this week. 
“He has some tough deci- 
sions to make. When he’s 
ready to make those deci- 
sions, he’ll let us all know. 
But as his family, we’re go- 
ing to support whatever he 
does.” 
The 39-year-old James has 


been vocal about wanting 
to play with his son in the 
NBA. 
Klutch Sports CEO Rich 
Paul, who represents father 
and son, said recently that 
he doesn’t “value a young 
player getting into the lot- 
tery as much as I do getting 
him on the right team in the 
right developmental situa- 
tion.” 
James, a 6-foot-4 combo 
guard, didn’t make his 
college debut until Dec. 
10. Afterward, James ap- 
peared in front of the me- 
dia for less than a minute to 
thank the doctors, athletic 
trainers and support system 
that helped him return to 
play. 
Despite numerous requests, 
James never spoke to re- 
porters during the season. 
He suffered cardiac arrest 
on July 20 during a workout 
at the Galen Center. q 


Southern California guard Bronny James dribbles the ball during 
the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against UCLA, 
Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 


USC’s Bronny James declares for NBA draft and enters transfer 
portal after 1 season 


Julius Randle needs surgery on right shoulder, will miss the rest of 
New York Knicks’ season 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Julius 
Randle needs surgery on 
his right shoulder and will 
miss the rest of the season, 
a crushing blow for a New 
York Knicks team that was 
surging before the All-Star 
forward was hurt in Janu- 
ary. 
The Knicks said Thursday 
that Randle would be re- 
evaluated in five months, 
meaning it's unclear if he 
will even be ready for the 
start of next season. 
But they had focused on 
their possibilities for this 
season when Randle dislo- 
cated his shoulder Jan. 27 
in a victory over the Miami 
Heat. The Knicks ended up 
14-2 that month, tied for the 
second-most wins in fran- 
chise history in a month. 
But without Randle, and 
fellow starters OG Anuno- 
by and Mitchell Robinson 
out for most of their games 
since then, the Knicks had 
fallen into fifth place in the 
Eastern Conference enter- 
ing their game Thursday 
against Sacramento. 


"Tough blow for us, but 
we've just got to focus on 
what we have in the locker 
room and he'll to be there 
to support us," Knicks for- 
ward Josh Hart said. 
Randle told Bleacher Re- 
port he decided on surgery 
after re-injuring the shoulder 
during a full-contact work- 
out more than a month 


ago 
— 
though 
Knicks 
coach Tom Thibodeau has 
consistently 
said 
Randle 
was never cleared to take 
contact. 
Thibodeau clarified after 
the Knicks' victory over 
the Kings that Randle had 
been working out with con- 
trolled contact, meaning 
there were pads involved. 


He didn't say there was a 
setback, but rather that 
Randle may have felt more 
soreness after some work- 
outs. 
Randle 
was 
hurt 
when 
he landed hard with 4:27 
remaining in the victory 
over the Heat when Jai- 
me Jaquez Jr. stepped in 
front of him trying to take 


a charge on Randle's drive 
to the basket. He has since 
been rehabbing the shoul- 
der in hopes of avoiding 
surgery and returning in 
time for the postseason. 
The regular season ends 
next weekend and the 
playoffs begin April 20. 
"We wanted to take a 
look at, could we rehab it 
and strengthen it get it to 
the point where he could 
play?" 
Thibodeau 
said. 
"And we could never get 
there, so this is the deci- 
sion." 
Randle said it came af- 
ter he met with multiple 
shoulder 
specialists 
who 
warned him of the danger 
he faced. 
"One said I 100% needed 
to get surgery. Another 
one said I'm at risk, but if I 
dislocated it again, I could 
damage it permanently," 
Randle told Bleacher Re- 
port. "I believe in this team 
and wanted to give it a try. 
It didn't work out, unfortu- 
nately. It's a tough pill to 
swallow, but it was my only 
option at this point. It wasn't 
getting right."q 


Associated Press 
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — 
Top-seeded Jessica Pegula 
saved four match points in 
a third-set tiebreaker and 
beat Victoria Azarenka 6-4, 
3-6, 7-6 (7) Friday to reach 
the Charleston Open semi- 
finals. 
Pegula squandered four 
match points of her own, 
up 5-4 in the final set 
against Azarenka, a two- 
time 
Australian 
Open 
champion. But tied 7-7 in 
the tiebreaker, Azarenka 
missed wide with Pegula at 
the net, then pushed a ser- 
vice return long. 
“I was playing well today, 
but you know what? Stuff 
happens and you’ve got 
to figure it out,” Pegula 
said. “And I was able to fig- 
ure it today and I’m just go- 
ing to use that feeling, that 


confidence.” 
The 
fifth-ranked 
Pegula 
also reached the semifinals 
in Charleston last year but 
lost to Belinda Bencic. 
Pegula will play Daria Ka- 
satkina on Saturday for a 
spot in the final. The 11th- 
ranked Kasatkina defeat- 
ed Jaqueline Cristian 6-7 
(4), 6-2, 6-3. 
In the other two quarterfi- 
nal matches, Elise Mertens 
will face Danielle Collins 
and 2021 Charleston win- 
ner Veronika Kudermetova 
will play seventh-ranked 
Maria Sakkari. 
It was in Charleston on the 
green clay that Kasatkina, 
then 19, won her first WTA 


Tour title in 2017. She has 
added five more singles 
titles since, though none 
since 2022. 
Kasatkina 
said 
Cristian’s 
play and the windy condi- 
tions were difficult to con- 
tend with early on. 
“Honestly, I was ready to 
go home,” Kasatkina said. 
“I had to find the ways to 
win points, which was very 
tough. I was very proud of 
myself.” 
Kasatkina improved to 17-3 
at the Charleston Open, 
making the semifinals for 
the second straight year. 
She lost to eventual cham- 
pion Ons Jabeur a year 
ago.q 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Ernie Clement had a 
tiebreaking solo home run 
off Caleb Ferguson leading 
off the seventh inning, and 
the Toronto Blue Jays beat 
the Yankees 3-0 Friday in 
New York’s home opener. 
“The Toronto faithful may 
not like this but I was the 
biggest Yankees fan grow- 
ing up, so I’m glad we 
could kick their (butt),” said 
Clement, who grew up in 
Rochester, New York. 
A 28-year-old who ap- 
peared in just 35 major 
league games over the 
previous 
two 
seasons, 
Clement drove the second 
pitch from Ferguson (0-1) 
into the left-field seats for 
his first career pinch hom- 
er. He was the first Toronto 
pinch hitter to give the Blue 
Jays the lead from the sev- 
enth inning on since Justin 
Smoak at Miami on Aug. 
31, 2018. 
“I just like to keep it simple,” 
Clement said. “I’m up there 
looking for a fastball to 
drive and do damage on, 
and he laid one in there 
and I’m just glad I could 
come through for these 
guys.” 
Juan Soto went 0 for 4 with 
a pair of strikeouts in his 
pinstripes debut, slamming 
his bat and helmet after 
making the final out of the 
eighth. 


He bowed to fans in right 
field in the top of the first 
and was greeted with a 
standing ovation when he 
came to the plate in the 
bottom half. Soto is in a 
1-for-16 slide after a 9-for- 
17 start. 
“Just frustration that comes 
out,” Soto said. “You want 
to do so (many) things for 
this fan base and get your 
team going, and you have 
the chance to do it and 
couldn’t get it done. It re- 


ally gets you mad. And at 
the end of the day, that’s 
my fault, shouldn’t do that, 
but things happen.” 
Marcus Stroman matched 
Yusei Kikuchi with shutout 
ball before the bullpens 
took over. Kikuchi gave up 
four hits in 5 1/3 innings with 
seven strikeouts. 
He played catch in Central 
Park on Thursday’s day off. 
“It’s my fifth time doing it 
and I feel like a Central 
Parker now,” Kikuchi said 


through a 
translator. 
“I 
found the biggest rock, be- 
cause I can, and I did some 
visualization from the top of 
that top rock.” 
Nick Burdi threw a pair of 
run-scoring wild pitches in 
the ninth, prompting boos 
from the sellout crowd of 
47,812. 
Yimi García (1-0) got the 
final two outs of the sixth 
and Génesis Cabrera re- 
tired two batters in his first 
appearance since a three- 


game suspension for caus- 
ing a benches-clearing in- 
cident at Tampa Bay last 
weekend. Trevor Richards 
struck out the side in the 
eighth and Chad Green 
got his first save since 2022 
with the Yankees as Toronto 
pitched a six-hitter to start 
the last leg of an opening 
10-game trip. 
After beginning 6-1 on the 
road, New York dropped to 
81-40-1 in home openers. 
The Yankees were shut out 
in a home opener for the 
first time since 1967. 
Giancarlo Stanton was 0 
for 4 and is hitting .120 (3 for 
25) with 13 strikeouts. 
An 
earthquake 
about 
three hours before game 
time wasn’t felt by most of 
the Yankees on the field for 
batting practice. 
Stroman allowed three hits 
in six innings. He has not al- 
lowed an earned run in 12 
innings this season. 
Cheered when he was in- 
troduced, Paul O’Neill drew 
boos when he bounced 
the ceremonial first pitch to 
Don Mattingly, now Toron- 
to’s bench coach, in pair- 
ing of former Yankees stars. 
Toronto selected the con- 
tract of right-hander Paolo 
Espino from Triple-A Buf- 
falo and designated right- 
hander Wes Parsons for 
assignment.q 


Toronto Blue Jays’ Alejandro Kirk, left, greets Ernie Clement (28) after Clement hit a home run 
during the seventh inning of the baseball game against the New York Yankees at Yankee Stadium 
in New York, Friday, April 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Blue Jays beat Yankees 3-0 in New York home opener behind 
Clement’s tiebreaking pinch homer 


Jessica Pegula, of the United States, serves to Magda Linette, 
of Poland, at the Charleston Open tennis tournament Thursday, 
April 4, 2024, in Charleston, S.C. 
Associated Press 


Top-seeded Pegula saves four match points in 3rd-set tiebreaker 
to reach Charleston Open semifinals 


